VI                                   INTRODUCING JAYAKANTHAN
particular prominence in the political arena of Tamil Nadu. He
avers that about ten years ago he worked out a "personal credo"
binding himself not to hold any office in a political party nor to be a
candidate in any election. Even after the adoption of his "credo"
his interest in political developments in Tamil Nadu continued to be
as intense as in his early youth.
As Jayakanthan recounts it, he became a "foster child of the
Communist Party" when he was a young boy. He grew to be a full
time party worker. He served the party according to his own light for
several years, principally as a writer and speaker. Owing to a variety
of factors described in the work, his relations with the party became
rather tenuous. He maintained close personal relations with Commu-
nist friends and actively associated himself with the Indo-Soviet
Cultural Society. He remained unwavering in his support of the
Soviet Union.
In the elections of 1967 Jayakanthan spoke from Congress
platforms in support of the Congress Party, but always identifying
himself as a supporter of the communist ideology. He came to
develop high regard for K. Kamaraj and, while remaining a non-
party man, served as editor of a pro-Congress newspaper friendly
to Kamaraj. He agreed to become a "four-anna member" of the
Congress Party in 1968 and edited another Congress newspaper that
was destined to be shortlived. He did not choose to renew that
membership subsequently but continued to speak in support of
Kamaraj even after the split in the Congress Party. After Kamaraj's
debacle in the mid-term elections of 1971, Jayakanthan was of the
view that the split in the Congress should be healed in Tamil Nadu.
He argued that the Kamaraj group in Tamil Nadu had nothing in
common with the Organization Congress in the rest of the country
and that reunification of the Congress in Tamil Nadu was indis-
pensable if the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam were to be fought
effectively in the political sphere. Jayakanthan had fiercely denounced
the support extended by the Communist Party of India to the DMK
as opportunistic and unprincipled. When the CPI switched its
support to M.G. Ramachandran's Anna DMK, Jayakanthan
condemned it as evidence of the decadence and degradation of the
leadership of the Communist Party in Tamil Nadu. Proclaiming that
he still considers himself a "full time communist worker,"
Jayakanthan voiced the hope that the Communist Party would in
time see tfce folly of its present course and cooperate in the task of